
David McConville

Cosmopoiesis
The Art of World-Making



Transtechnology Research • Reader 2011
Plymouth University
Portland Square, Drake Circus
Plymouth PL4 8AA
United Kingdom

© 2012 Transtechnology Research
ISBN 978-0-9538332-2-1



� McConville • Cosmopoiesis| 1

Fool’s Cap World Map
Unknown
c. 1590

Blue Marble
Apollo 17 Astronauts

1972
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Atlas and the Hesperides
John Singer Sargent

1925

Atlas, or Cosmographical Meditations 
upon the Creation of  the Universe 
Gerardus Mercator
1595
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Dendera Zodiac
Hathor Temple
c. 50 BCE

Aion and the Zodiac
Sentinum, Italy

c. 200–250 
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Anatomical Man
Herman, Paul, and Johan Limbourg
c. 1411-1416

The metaphysical, physical, and technical history
of  the two worlds, namely the greater and the lesser

Robert Fludd
1617
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The Dantean Universe
Michelangelo Cactani
1855

Paradiso
Paul Laffoley

1975
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Heliocentric World System
Nicolaus Copernicus
1543

A Perfect Description of  the Celestial Orbs
Thomas Digges

1576
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Let there be light
Robert Fludd 
1617

Timeline of  the Universe
NASA/WMAP Science Team

2009
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Millennium Simulation
of  “dark matter” distribution

Max Planck Institute for Astrophysics
2005

Whirlpools of  “aether” 
within a system of  vortices
Rene Descartes
1644
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ATLAS (A Toroidal LHC ApparatuS)
CERN

2008

The Demiurge [God as Creator] 
Bible Moralisee
c.1220
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Messahalah, The Knowledge of  World Movement
Albrecht Dürer
1504 

The Ecstatic Heavenly Journey
Athasius Kircher

1660 
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The eye of  Providences seated in the centre, 
as in the virtual agent of  creation
Thomas Wright
1750

Large-scale structure
Sloan Digital Sky Survey

2008
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Convexity of  the entire creation as a universal coalition 
of  all the stars conspherred round one general center
Thomas Wright
1750

Cosmic Microwave Background
Wilkinson Microwave 

Anisotropy Probe
2003
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A partial View of  Immensity,  
or a finite View of  Reality
Thomas Wright
1750

Cosmic Microwave Background Spheres 
for Different Observers

James Sweitzer
2006
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The Universe as self-excited circuit
John Archibald Wheeler
1980

Ouroboros
R. Abrahami Eleazaris

1760
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the world partly becomes
comes to be

how it is imagined

Gregory Bateson

The Universe by definition is everything
and includes us experiencing and thinking about it. 

The universes are the models of  the Universe 
that we construct to explain our observations and experiences.

Edward Harrison

 If  we could start with Universe, we would automatically avoid 
leaving out any strategically critical variables.

R. Buckminster Fuller
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